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Reference: CC Docket No. 96-45

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing regarding the important ramifications to rural local health
departments of the 1996 Telecommunications Act. As the local governmental
presence in this rural area, charged with responsibility for protecting and
promoting the health of all the rural residents in the area, the ability to
communicate electronically throughout the state and nation is imperative.

Local health departments are very important health care providers. For example,
we are charged with responsibility for preventing and curbing epidemics,
responding to disasters such as toxic spills, floods, the effects of hurricanes, etc. In
these situations, access to the most up-to-date information from our federal health
agencies, such as the CDC, FDA is critical. Receiving information from FEMA
and other agencies in a timely fashion is critical to developing a systematic and
comprehensive response at the local level. Better access to information and
disease-prevention protocols at the times, and especially in emergencies, is
essential for the provision of health care and will save lives.

We are pleased that local health departments are included in this Act. Linking all
of the nation's rural health departments will assure that a information
infrastructure is available for all Americans.

Please contact me for any further information that would help the FCC make its
determination.

Sincerely,
(% wndla g)&/vum.«/) Do -

Linda Shelton, ADM., MSN, RN

cc:  Nancy Rawding, NACCHO O
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1. Name of project: )Q/Vle-‘fd &wwi)—/ég ym/g%

2. Pleane list each of che prcjaect’'s sites:

Naune of Sica: . cate in which L% is J.dea':od:

Pledse answer the fellowing questicng for each of your si-ay.
Uss addicicnal sheets if nesessary,

3. what is the nearest city of population equil to or greater

than 50,00 in your stazs, and approeyimstely how far are you frem
its meundazy?

tiey: Lﬁ_)LMw Distance fram cizy boumw-._.gé’&m;‘_

4, Name of the project's telgcemmmicatiens sezvics provider:

3. level of telwmeomunications service ithe proiect is

surrently using: (Y¥or exampla. voice grade. 144 Xops (ISDN),
364 Xeps. T-l or equivalent!
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§. Charges for telecommunicetions servige:

Is thare & maghly charge? No @ Yes(8
1f yes, how rueh i85 the charge? i

s there 2 usage-teses charge? Ns O u@
1f yes. how much is ske charge?

I there a dlstancs cospenent (such ag a per-mile fee) of the
charge? No & Yes U

Tf yas. naw much i3 the eharge?

Was cthere ar imstallation fse? Ne O ?o;@
f yeas, how mueh was tha chavge?

Is the chavge the regular tarrifsd zate. or (s thers & digcount
from the talecomEnnications provides? _ﬂ:uzi!@ Discount 8
Tf chers is a disceunt. how much is ig?

7. How dues tha praiect Use telecemmwmrications in the delivery
of healll care? (Tor exapple -- te sand x-rvays., distridute
public Realeh (nformation. or perform videe conseltations.
Please idencify any eccasicnal or episodic yses, such as night
regult fram an Qutbresx of diswase.)

d L9 2o S — 2 A - )(‘ /
.&‘ 2.

A J— " T A‘

-

J
m’ﬂ %
73 el Al A A A I wl g

, ‘
,,/mllm P e odaenZ o Cor NG Quclsend,

12713796 PRI 1i:41 [TX/RX NO 5824)



- —— I st ;o

§. Could the proiect pravide the services iz .z eyrrensly
providing with less Bandwidth? Wnal effect would a lesser level
of bandwideh Rave? (The implicatioms of using greatar ov lasser
levels of telecomminicstions services acs ralatsd o image
transmissicn Time. What would the be the inpaze if che haalth
care activities for which you nev use Zelecemmunisations teck
twice &6 leng, or if thay could be completed in Balf the tims?)

3, wWhat would the implications of having o greater level of
bandwidely ca?

12/13/88 FRI 12:41 [TX/RX NO 5824]
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1¢. Do you Rave e-mail? N’@ Yas O

11. Do you have Internet accass? N Yap O

2f yus. do ingur leng-distance charges Dy usimg [:o?
Ne & Yes(Q

Please estimate your number >f hours of Intesmat Lse per Moath:

12. If you have secess to :he Internst. pleass list any
purpeses sther than e-mail !such as aczessilg Satadases such as
ltexis/waxis) Ser which you use ib:

12/13/98 FRI 12:41 [TI/RY XO 5824)



